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to instances in which there are relevant reasons for belief
but reasons which are inadequate to account for the actual
degree of assurance, apart from the co-operation of bias.
A regards B with hatred and jealousy so that the mere
imagination of B's disgrace or ruin has a fascination for
him. Something occurs which would produce in an
impartial person a suspicion that B had been behaving in
a disgraceful way. A at once believes the worst with
unwavering decision and tenacity. It may be that the
impartial person, who only entertains a suspicion, has just
as restricted a view of the evidence as A. The restriction
may be due to ignorance or indifference in his case, and
mental preoccupation in A's. But for both the relevant
evidence may be virtually the same. The difference is
that in A's mind it is reinforced and sustained by
subjective bias which he does not sufficiently allow for.
In a third class of instances irrelevant association co-
operates with subjective bias. This is perhaps the most,
fertile source of superstitions and of those savage beliefs
of which superstitions are survivals. Take for example
the tendency which some uneducated persons and even
some who are educated find irresistible, to think of their
bodies as Still sentient after death. Sit tibi terra levis
is more than a metaphor. It points back to the belief
that the weight of the superincumbent earth actually
distresses the corpse. It is a Mahometan superstition
that the believing dead suffer when the unhallowed foot of
a Christian treads on their graves. In the old Norse
legends to lay hands on the treasure hidden in the tomb
of a chief is to run a serious risk of rousing its owner from
his long sleep to defend his possessions. Perhaps there
are few people who look forward to their own funeral
without figuring themselves to be present at it not only
in body but in mind. This whole point of view is in part
due to a firmly established association arising from the
intimate connection of mind and body during life. But
besides this we must also take into account the gruesome
fascination of such ideas. Their vivid and absorbing
interest makes it difficult to get rid of them, and this